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Technologies in Elderly Care: European Project TechSocialcare Seeks a Common Framework for Their Use

Partners of the European project TechSocialcare met in Cluj, Romania, for the second interregional meeting aimed at shifting cooperation from analytical work toward practical proposals for the broader use of assistive technologies in social services. A key element of the programme was an expert workshop led by representatives of the University Centre for Energy Efficient Buildings of the Czech Technical University in Prague (UCEEB CTU), focusing on the search for a common European framework for the standardisation of these technologies. Discussions addressed, among other topics, technical requirements, data sharing, security, and ethical aspects of the use of technologies in care. 

The main objective of the meeting, which took place on 17–18 February 2026, was to define concrete proposals on how to better anchor the use of assistive technologies in social services. This task was the focus of an expert workshop led by representatives of UCEEB CTU in cooperation with the advisory partner Atlantic Technological University, which contributes its expertise in this field to the project consortium. The workshop built on analyses of local legislation and policies related to assistive technologies prepared over the past semester by all partner regions. Their aim was to identify which aspects of standardisation should be shared across Europe and which should remain within the competence of individual regions or national governments.

„During the past semester, we have made significant progress—from mapping the situation in individual regions to genuinely working together on what could form the basis for future standardisation. The workshop in Cluj showed that despite differing national conditions, there are many areas where European alignment makes strong sense,“ says Vít Janovský from the Personalised Medicine team at UCEEB CTU.

The discussions focused on several key areas, including technical requirements for assistive technologies, the integration of health and social services, their mutual compatibility, as well as data sharing, accessibility and ergonomics, public procurement conditions, quality and safety standards, and ethical considerations related to the use of technology in care. This part of the programme represented the main working outcome of the meeting and marks an important step toward creating a shared reference framework for the standardisation of assistive technologies in social services.

The meeting also included the exchange of good practices from partner regions. Participants presented concrete examples of solutions that support the independence of older adults, facilitate the work of service providers, or improve care coordination. These examples will be further assessed in terms of transferability, and some of them will subsequently be recommended for publication in the Interreg Europe database of good practices.

The programme also included a visit to a local social services facility, allowing participants to observe practical examples of care and rehabilitation in operation. The connection between strategic discussions and the real-world functioning of services is considered one of the important benefits of the project.

The TechSocialcare project, supported by the Interreg Europe programme, focuses on improving regional policies in the field of assistive technologies. In the coming months, project partners will further develop the outputs from the workshop and prepare a common framework that will help regions introduce safe, high-quality, and user-friendly technologies into social services.

More information: www.interregeurope.eu/techsocialcare
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The Czech Technical University in Prague (CTU) is one of the largest and oldest technical universities in Europe. According to the national evaluation framework Methodology 2017+, it is the highest-rated Czech technical university within the group of evaluated technical universities. CTU currently comprises eight faculties: Civil Engineering, Mechanical Engineering, Electrical Engineering, Nuclear Sciences and Physical Engineering, Architecture, Transportation Sciences, Biomedical Engineering, and Information Technology. The university has more than 19,000 students. In the 2025/2026 academic year, CTU offers 279 accredited study programmes, including 107 programmes taught in English. In addition to its faculties, CTU in Prague also includes six university institutes: the Klokner Institute, the Masaryk Institute of Advanced Studies, the Institute of Physical Education and Sport, the University Centre for Energy Efficient Buildings, the Czech Institute of Informatics, Robotics and Cybernetics, and the Institute of Technical and Experimental Physics. CTU educates experts in engineering and technology, scientists, and managers with strong language skills who are dynamic, flexible, and able to respond quickly to evolving market demands. According to the results of Methodology 2017+, CTU was evaluated among five technical universities and received the highest possible rating (Grade A). In the QS World University Rankings, CTU is ranked 416th globally. In the QS Subject Rankings 2024, CTU is ranked 151–200 in Architecture and Built Environment, 151–200 in Engineering – Civil and Structural, 201–250 in Mechanical, Aeronautical & Manufacturing Engineering, and 201–250 in Electrical & Electronic Engineering. In addition, it ranks 201–250 in Physics and Astronomy, 307th in Natural Sciences, 201–250 in Computer Science and Information Systems, 251–300 in Materials Science, 301–350 in Mathematics, and 182nd in Engineering and Technology. Since 2020, CTU has been a member of the EuroTeQ alliance of leading European technical universities. The alliance provides valuable opportunities for students, researchers, and staff to participate in initiatives aimed at advancing the quality of higher education. Other members of EuroTeQ include the Technical University of Munich, Technical University of Denmark, Eindhoven University of Technology, École Polytechnique (L’X), Tallinn University of Technology, École polytechnique fédérale de Lausanne, and the Technion – Israel Institute of Technology. In 2023, the alliance was expanded to include HEC Paris and IESE Business School (University of Navarra). More information is available at  www.cvut.cz/en.
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